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AIDS and Literature

- What stories were told about hiv and aids at the height of the crisis
years?

« What are national differences in hiv and aids literature ¢
- 'What stories do we tell today?

- What stories are still missing from literature ¢




The crisis years
Dutch literature
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Frans Kellendonk, Mystiek Lichaam (1986)




Ton Kors, De tijd van Anton de Lange (1995)

TONKORS DE
TLID'VAN ANTON
DE I.ANGE Roman

Van Gennep Amsterdam




James Purdy, Garments the Living Wear (1989)
Translation: De gewaden der levenden (1990)

Garments
theLiving Wear

‘An authentic American genius.' —
GORE VIDAL




The crisis years
International literature
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Sarah Schulman, People in Trouble (1990)




Hervé Guibert, To the Friend Who Did Not Save My Life
(1990)

The New York Times

HERVE GUIBERT




Derek Jarman, Modern Nature (1994)

VINTAGE JARMAN




Comparison

Dutch Literature

Very little literature written.
Themes of self hate and shame.

Not-well received or part of media
scandals.

No link with activism

Intemational Literature

Ample literature written in the US, UK and
France.

Calls to action.

Themes of anger, activism, neglectful
government, justice.

Much literature resulting from activist
organizing.



Present day
Dutch literature
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The past 10 years...

«Alara Adilow

Hanna Bervoets, lvanov Hanna Bervoets, Leer me  Alara Adilow, Kijk es naar
(2016) alles wat je weet al dat licht (2025)
(2023)



Present day
International literature
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amela Sneed, Funeral Diva (2020)

“Funeral Diva charts the ‘grieving patterns¥informing a life with unflinching
honesty and clarity. This notable achievement, traveling from youth to adult-

hood, is a harrowi ceount of how Sneed transforms violence and pain into

an artist’s life."—CLAUDIA RANKINE, author of Citizen




Charlie Porter, Nova Scotia House (2025)




Comparison

Dutch Literature

Still few and far between.
To few to really identify themes.

Writing about different experiences.

Some historical novels, some
contemporary.

Intemational Literature

Much more literature, especially in the
past 10 years.

Surge of memory culture.
Most novels look back at the crisis years.

Hiv and aids seems to be something
situated in the past.



What stories are we still missing?

What is the effect of just writing about the experiences of hiv and aids during the crisis years?
« Are there stories about what it is like to live with hiv and aids nowadays?

« The effects of antiretroviral drugs and PrEP on the experiences and representations of hiv and
aids?

- How does literature continue to navigate prejudice and stigma?

- What is it like to live with hiv and aids as a trans person, as a woman, as a migrant?



Announcement
Symposium 9 October

Looking for Intersectional
Narratives of hiv and aids

OBA, Oosterdokkade 143 ca. 13:00 to 17:00

More information (soon) on www.ihlia.nl
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